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Introductions

ÅWhy are you here?

ÅWhat are you hoping to gain?

Å!ŎŎŜǎǎ ǘƻŘŀȅΩǎ ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘŀǘƛƻƴ ƘŜǊŜΥ
fisherstroop109.com/serve.html
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Session Overview

ÅWhy Service?

ÅScout & Troop Service Opportunities

ÅRequirements

ÅTracking

ÅJourney to Excellence

ÅDiscussion & Sharing



Service is reflected in the Scout Oath & Law

HELPFUL

ÅA Scout cares about other people. 
He willingly volunteers to help 
others without expecting 
payment or reward.

FRIENDLY

ÅA Scout is a friend to all. He is a 
brother to all Scouts. He offers his 
friendship to people of all races 
and nations, and respects them 
even if their beliefs and customs 
are different from his own.



KIND

ÅA Scout knows there is strength in being gentle. He treats 
others as he wants to be treated. Without good reason, he 
does not harm or kill any living thing.

CHEERFUL

ÅA Scout looks for the bright side of life. He cheerfully does 
tasks that come his way. He tries to make others happy.

ά¢ƻ ƘŜƭǇ ƻǘƘŜǊ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ŀǘ ŀƭƭ ǘƛƳŜǎΧέ

Service is reflected in the Scout Oath & Law



ÅFor the Scouts:
ïServing others is one of the building blocks of the Scouting program

ïThe discovery that service can be rewarding is an important milestone 
along the road that leads from boy to Eagle

ÅFor the Troop:
ïCommunity service allows the Troop to give back to the Chartered 

Organization and the community

ÅFor the Chartered Organization & Council:
ïService projects are a great way to promote the aims of Scouting and 
ǎƘƻǿŎŀǎŜ ǘƘŜ {ŎƻǳǘǎΩ ŎƻƴǘǊƛōǳǘƛƻƴǎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ

ά¢ƘŜ ǘŜŀŎƘƛƴƎ ƻŦ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜ ƛǎ ƴƻǘ ƳŜǊŜƭȅ ŀ ƳŀǘǘŜǊ ƻŦ 
teaching in theory, but the development of two distinct 
phases -- the inculcation of the spirit of goodwill; and 
ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻǾƛǎƛƻƴ ƻŦ ƻǇǇƻǊǘǳƴƛǘȅ ŦƻǊ ƛǘǎ ŜȄǇǊŜǎǎƛƻƴ ƛƴ ǇǊŀŎǘƛŎŜΦέ 

- Lord Baden-Powell

What makes Service so important?



VOLUNTEERINGis associated 
with the development of 
greater RESPECTfor others
LEADERSHIP skills, and an 
understanding of CITIZENSHIP
that can carry over into adulthood



Who Needs Service?
Everyone needs service!

ÅScouts need service hours to advance in rank

ÅPatrols need to work as teams to develop 
camaraderie and put servant leadership into action

ÅService projects expose youth to people who have 
less than we do

ÅUnits need service hours to secure Journey to 
Excellence (JTE) status

ÅBSA Councils need projects to make 
an impact in the communities 
they serve



¢ȅǇŜǎ ƻŦ {ŜǊǾƛŎŜΧ

ÅChartered organizationς(i.e. fish fry)

ÅCommunityςόƛΦŜΦ ŦƭŀƎ ǊŀƛǎƛƴƎΣ ±ŜǘŜǊŀƴΩǎ ŜǾŜƴǘΣ 
adopt a road)

ÅCharitableς(i.e. canned food/clothing drive)

ÅOutreachς(i.e. State Fair base camp)

ά! ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜ ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘ ƛǎ ŀ ǎǇŜŎƛŀƭ 
Good Turn that puts Scout 
ǎǇƛǊƛǘ ƛƴǘƻ ŀŎǘƛƻƴΦέ



Individual, Patrol, Unit or Community?
ÅScouts should be encouraged to seek out Good Turns as well 

as participate in planned activities

ÅOpportunities to serve must be woven into the 
ǳƴƛǘΩǎ ǿŜŜƪƭȅ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳƳƛƴƎ

ÅService projects can be conducted individually, or through 
participation in a troop/patrol project

ÅCouncil has opportunities for 
Scouts to make a big impact
ï Scouting for Food

(43,410 items)

ï Good Turn for Goodwill
(80,309 lbs)

ïGood Turn for Nature

ïSoles for Souls



Who Champions Service in the Unit?

ÅScoutmaster/Senior Patrol Leader

ÅPatrol Leaders Council

ïGive ownership! Involve them in the planning!

ÅYouth Service Coordinator*

ÅAdult Leaders
(Volunteer Interest Indicator)

ïService Coordinator

ïPublic Relations Coordinator 

ïJTE Coordinator

ïLife to Eagle Mentors

Resource:

Carmel Troop 202

www.troop202.us



Engaging the Scouts

ÅGenerate excitement ςWoohoo Service!

ÅShare opportunities frequently
ïMeeting announcements, bulletin board

ïWeekly emails

ïWebsite, newsletter

ÅRecognize contributions
ïPost photos

ïPublicity

ïKudos



Service Project Inspiration
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Good Turn

www.crossroadsbsa.org/activities/community/

https://www.crossroadsbsa.org/activities/community/


Council Partnerships

www.crossroadsbsa.org/activities/community/

https://www.crossroadsbsa.org/activities/community/

